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With the pomp of the inlooped flags, with the cities draped in black, 

With the show of the States themselves, as of crape-veiled women standing, 

With processions long and winding and the flambeaus of the night, 

With the waiting depot, the arriving coffin, and the sombre faces, 

With all the mournful voices of the dirges, poured around the coffin, 

The dim-lit churches and the shuddering organs — where amid these you journey, [ 

With the tolling, tolling, tolling bells' perpetual clang, 

Here! coffin that slowly passes, 

I give you my sprig of lilac." 



17. — The Household Book of Poetry. Collected and edited by Charles 
A. Dana. Eleventh Edition, revised and enlarged. New York : 
D. Appleton & Co. 8vo. pp. xxvii., 816. 

The popularity of this excellent collection of the minor poems of the 
English language is well deserved. It is far more comprehensive than 
Mr. Palgrave's Golden Treasury ; and though for this very reason it 
loses one of the charms and merits of that most choice volume, it on the 
other hand gains by affording to the reader a far greater variety and 
richer abundance of poetry. Mr. Dana exhibits an admirable catholicity 
of taste, and a large acquaintance with the whole field of English poetry. 
It may be questioned whether his judgment is always felicitous in the 
selection of the most characteristic and beautiful poems of special writ- 
ers, upon whose merits the verdict of successive generations has not 
yet been passed ; but there is no doubt that his volume is as a whole the 
most satisfactory large anthology of English poetry which has yet been 
made. His arrangement of the poems under various general heads is 
somewhat arbitrary, but the full index of poems and of authors pre- 
vents the inconvenience which might be occasioned by the conventional 
classification. 

Although the present edition contains pieces which were not to be 
found in the earlier issues, there are still some omissions which, in 
order to fulfil his purpose to comprise in his volume " whatever is truly 
beautiful and admirable " among the minor English poems, Mr. Dana 
might do well to note in order to supply them hereafter. Thus we find 
nothing in the volume from Donne, one of the most imaginative, subtile, 
and original of English poets, and whose " Valediction forbidding 
Mourning " at least deserves a place among the most beautiful Eng- 
lish "poems. And to take a more modern instance, there is nothing in 
the volume of Coventry Patmore's, some of whose smaller poems are 
instinct with rare delicacy, truth, and tenderness of feeling ; and, more 
surprising than this, we find only two of Clough's poems, and those by 
no means his best, and we miss altogether Emily Bronte's powerful 
poem of " Remembrance." 
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But such defects are almost inevitable in a work of the compass of 
Mr. Dana's, and his book is remarkable that it exhibits so few. The 
volume is a delightful one, and deserves to be in the hands of all lovers 
of poetry. It is a poetical library in itself; it will nourish pure and 
noble tastes, and promote the most refined enjoyment. 



18. — The Elements of Heraldry: containing an Explanation of the 
Principles of the Science, and a Glossary of the technical Terms em- 
ployed. With an Essay on the Use of Goat-Armor in the United 
States. By William H. Whitmore. With numerous Illustra- 
tions. Boston : Lee and Shepard. 1866. 8vo. pp. 106. 

Mr. Whitmore has long been known as one of the most industrious 
and accomplished of our students of genealogy and of heraldry, and 
in this little book he shows his thorough acquaintance with the science 
of which he sets forth the elements. This is not only the first Ameri- 
can treatise on heraldry, but it is beyond comparison the most con- 
venient, accurate, and compendious introduction to the science to be 
found in our language. The complete ignorance of the subject among 
our public, and the silly mock heraldry which is common in the assump- 
tion of coats of arms by those who are unacquainted with their proper 
meaning and use, afford good reason for the preparation and publication 
of such a manual as this. But the true plea for the study of heraldry at 
this day is the fact that, without some slight acquaintance with it, many 
of the customs of our ancestors in the Middle Ages are obscure to us, and 
many allusions and expressions in literature lose their force and signifi- 
cance. The terms of heraldry are familiarly used in our earlier au- 
thors ; and the science which, so far as the actual life of to-day is con- 
cerned, is the most trivial of the pursuits in which the mind of man 
can be engaged, was, for a long period, of genuine importance in regu- 
lating the factitious distinctions of rank, the forms of ceremonial pro- 
ceedings, and the relations of the various orders of society. 

The labors of some of the modern devotees of genealogy and heraldry 
might well serve as a topic for one of the letters of Lien Chi Altangi 
to Fum Hoam, first President of the Ceremonial Academy at Pekin in 
China. " I am amused," he says in writing of the folly of some of the 
pursuits of the learned, " with the labors of some of the learned here. 
One shall write you a whole folio on the dissection of the caterpillar." 
But this is a useful treatise, and a noble exercise of the intellect, com- 
pared with the tracing out the line of dull and inconspicuous people to 
an imaginary origin, and fostering the conceit of those who have nothing 



